
April 15, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index, Peyton Rasmusson 
and Colleen Rasmusson were also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Hall 
noted that she would like to give the board an update on the Historical Society Grant with reference to 
the North Courthouse Doors.  A/T Hanson noted that she had the addition of Peyton Rasmusson 
wrapping up his Eagle Scout Project; and she also had a letter from the Zion Cemetery Committee with 
regard to mowing at the county cemetery.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
agenda with the addition.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked if commissioners had the chance to read the minutes of the April 6th 
meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Peyton Rasmusson addressed the board and distributed photos of the sign he had designed and 
installed at the county cemetery as an Eagle Scout Project, along with a photo of the previous sign that 
was removed.  Peyton also noted they had placed solar lights, retaining blocks and stone with a couple 
of bushes around the base of the sign.  He noted he was very pleased with the way the project had 
turned out.  Commissioners were very impressed and Commissioners Gunderson and Bommersbach 
noted that they had personally stopped to see the new sign and were very impressed.  The board 
thanked Peyton for his service to Norman County as his Eagle Scout Project.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a letter received from the Zion Cemetery Committee requesting an 
increase in what they are paid for mowing at the county cemetery.  They are currently receiving $75.00 
per year for mowing and would like an increase to $125.00 per year.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve an increase for Zion Cemetery Committee to $125.00 per year for mowing at 
the county cemetery.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall then updated the board on the Marvin Windows proposal and applying for the 
Historical Society Grant.  Discussion was centered on the cost of replacing the doors and why it should 
be so expensive.  They then considered whether if they went forward with the grant process and were 
awarded a grant, would they have to accept it.  Commissioner Hall noted that the county would not be 
obligated in any way, until they were awarded and accepted the grant.  They also asked if there was any 
way they could just weather strip the existing doors and wait on the replacement.   

At 9:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 update.  
Director Kjono noted that the Johnson & Johnson vaccine had been put on pause due to the blood clot 
issue experienced by 6 women.  She noted that they were researching whether this was specifically due 
to the vaccine or had other contributing factors, stating this was a very small percentage of the 
individuals who had received the J & J vaccine.  Director Kjono also provided the board with information 
on who’s getting vaccinated within Norman County, noting that 51% of Norman County residents have 
had at least one vaccine dose, and 43.6% have completed their vaccine series.  Sarah also noted that 
they have given 41 vaccines to the 16-17-year-old age group with parental permission.  Director Kjono 
also noted that Norman-Mahnomen-Polk Community Health Board was beginning to receive funding 
because of COVID for the cost of providing vaccines, and she believes that it will cover the cost 
throughout this time period.   

At 9:45 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board regarding a T-CPR 
Instruction Services Agreement with Allina Health System d/b/a Allina Health Emergency Medical 
Services (AHEMS) and Norman County Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Thornton noted that Governor Walz had 
signed into law on May 30, 2019, a requirement for the establishment of a telephone cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation program effective July 1, 2021.  After some discussion regarding the agreement, and how 
this would work, and that there was no cost to the county for this service, the consensus of the board 
was to allow Sheriff Thornton to enter into the agreement with Allina Health System.   

At this time Chairman Jacobson called for a short break.   

At 10:05 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda items beginning 
with the Off-Highway Vehicle Grant through the State of Minnesota that had been tabled at the 



previous board meeting.  Attorney Brue noted that this was, in fact, the typical yearly OHV grant for 
maintenance funding as seen in the past.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
OHV Grant agreement for maintenance funding in the amount of $22,150.00 with an expiration date of 
June 30, 2022.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the Ditch 65 petition received from Gaylan Larson, Steve Anderson, 
Randall Aarestad and Shirley Solem for cleaning of Ditch 65 starting at 260th Ave, running along 130th St 
north to Marsh River outlet, estimated 2.5 miles.  County to replace culvert under 270th Ave; check and 
replace culverts if needed along ditches in Halstad & Shelly Townships.  Engineer Berndt presented the 
board with an Engineers Report from his inspection of the ditch on April 7th.  Engineer Berndt also 
presented three different estimates for repair of County Ditch 65, with estimated costs ranging from 
$36,365.00 for option 1, to $26,765.00 for option 2 with the seeding being done by landowners, and 
$22,365.00 for option 3 which has seeding done by landowners and removes the end sections from the 
estimate.  Phillip Hellerud was present and stated that land owners would not support option 1, and he 
would be in favor of option 3 with seeding done by landowners.  Mr. Hellerud also asked how the 
county would assess the costs.  The board consensus was to hold a Ditch Hearing at the May 4th board 
meeting with the A/T Office sending out letters to the landowners in the benefitted area for Ditch 65.   

The next item of discussion brought forward by Engineer Berndt was a possible policy regarding cleaning 
blow dirt from a county drainage system.  Engineer Berndt noted that he has a permit to allow cleaning 
blow dirt from county road ditches which allows him to know who is doing the cleaning and where, and 
if there is an issue with the cleaning, he can address it.  He suggested the possibility of creating a permit 
allowing for cleaning of blow dirt from a county drainage system in much the same manner.  
Commissioners felt this would be okay.   

The next item of discussion was County Road 153 serving the Protein Sources hog operation of Barrick 
Family Farms.  The construction of the facility has caused extensive damage to the 3 mile stretch of 
gravel between the paved portion of CSAH 5 and CSAH 16.  Engineer Berndt noted that he issued a 
special permit this spring to Protein Sources allowing them to haul heavier than 5 tons on the gravel 
with the condition that it would be up to them to maintain the road during construction and restore it to 
as good or better condition than before the project started.  He noted that Protein Sources has 
contracted with Glen Visser to maintain the road and he has been attempting to maintain it, but it is 
impossible to keep in good condition during spring conditions.   

The next item of discussion brought forward by Engineer Berndt was a CSAH 51 road raise at Halstad.  
Engineer Berndt stated he has worked with WRWD on a project to raise about 900 feet of CSAH 51.  This 
will avoid having to haul in fill for a temporary closure during severe flooding similar to what has been 
done on US 75 and Norman County 25 and 106.  Engineer Berndt requested the board approve a 
cooperative agreement with the WRWD whereby they will pay about 15% of the project cost based on 
the flood control features versus the highway features of the project.  Total estimated cost of the 
project is $450,000.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the Cooperative Construction 
agreement between WRWD and Norman County.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt also noted that they would be opening bids for CSAH 3 on April 20th.   

At 10:38 a.m. Linda Houglum, 4-H Extension Educator, addressed the board with a request to appoint 
Gabe Crompton and Katrina Quick as youth representatives for the Extension Committee.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the appointment of Gabe Crompton and 
Katrina Quick as youth representatives for the Extension Committee.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   

Linda did note that April 25th would be Share the Fun, held virtually; and the Norman County Fair would 
be held June 23rd to the 26th.   

At 10:45 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board with regard to the Assistant 
Maintenance Forman position for the Highway Dept.  He noted that on Tuesday, April 6th, Engineer 
Berndt and Bob Ramstad had met with the Staffing Committee to review each of the candidates and 
discuss their strengths and weaknesses.  As a result of this discussion the Staffing Committee decided 
that the job candidates did not currently possess the breadth and width of experiences required of an 
Assistant Maintenance Forman in the Highway Dept.  The staffing committee recommends that the 
position not be filled at this time.  To keep the staffing level of the maintenance positions in the Highway 
Dept at full staffing, the staffing committee recommends that a Highway Maintenance Worker I position 



be created and posted externally which will allow for backfill in the maintenance staffing of the Highway 
Department.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to create a FT Maintenance I position at this time.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Cariveau was a suggestion for Succession Planning in the Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office.  He noted that for the past year the Staffing Committee has been discussing 
succession planning with the Auditor/Treasurer and the recent resignation of Kim Thompson from her 
part-time clerk position brought the committee back together again to discuss staffing in the A/T Office.  
As the A/T Office expects at least one retirement in the near future, we would like to prepare for some 
major staffing changes for the office on the horizon.  The staffing committee recommends not filling the 
vacant part-time clerk position at this time; and recommend that a full-time (40-hour week) Deputy A/T 
position be created and opened in the A/T Office at this time.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
create and advertise for a 40-hour week, full-time Deputy Auditor-Treasurer position.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:06 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the Resolution Giving 
Preliminary Approval to the Issuance of Municipal Industrial Development Revenue Bonds (Riverview 
LLP Project).  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 04-15-2021-1 A Resolution 
Giving Preliminary Approval to the Issuance of Municipal Industrial Development Revenue Bonds, not 
exceeding $25,000,000.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution 
was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item brought forward by Attorney Brue was in regard to the FireFrost ATV Club working with 
MN DNR for a reroute of the western trail because of impassable areas of trail.  After some discussion 
the consensus of the board was to allow this reroute.   

The next item brought before the board by Attorney Brue was the Auditor/Treasurer position and the 
county’s desire to have this become an appointed position.  Attorney Brue stated that this would be a 
different procedure than when the Recorder position became appointed as there is a sitting elected 
official at this time.  Attorney Brue stated that a contract would need to be signed between the county 
and the sitting elected.  He stated that he had met with A/T Hanson who had provided a template 
contract and he felt they had most everything worked through, although the salary committee would 
need to meet with A/T Hanson to establish the 2022 salary for that position.  It was decided that the 
salary committee would meet on Monday, April 19th, at 10:00 a.m. 

At 11:20 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with a new Norman County Fee Schedule for 
Zoning Permits.  Many of the permits remain at the same fee schedule; however, this schedule includes 
Renewable Energy Permits for wind towers, solar array, solar garden and solar farm.  Mr. Johanson 
presented a proposed resolution for the Renewable Energy Structure Fee Schedule.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to adopt CR 04-15-2021-2 a Resolution for Norman County Renewable Energy 
Structure Fee Schedule.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there 
were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the 2020 HSEM Grant in the amount of $15,508.00.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the Grant Contract Agreement with the MN Dept of 
Public Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division and Norman County.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $42,871.43   Road & Bridge - $639,761.00  Building - $100.00 

Public Health - $2,028.10  TOTAL - $684,760.53 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:45 a.m.  Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


